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We recommend, thirdly, that an inquiry should be
held into the whole range of the present statistical work
of the Labour Department of the Board of Trade, with
a view to its extension and improvement in directions
which will make it more serviceable and accessible to
employer and employed. We would call attention to
the inquiry at Washington in 1907 into the statistical
work of certain of the American Departments, and of
the recommendations to which it led. |The oppor-
tunity might well be taken to consider the relation,
or want of relation, between the statistical returns
of the various branches of the Board of Trade and
of other Government offices, such as the Home Office
and the Local Government Board. For a reasonable
co-ordination of the statistics of the Labour Depart-
ment with those of other branches of Government
service, something in the nature of a standing Inter-
Departmental Statistical Committee will doubtless be
necessary.

CONCLUSION

IN conclusion, it may be as well to restate the main
outline of the scheme put forward by the Committee.
Our contention is that we are following along a line of
development based on the historic traditions of the Tory
Party in its dealings with the industrial problem in the
past. As far as the tentative recognition of an agreed
wage is concerned, we can base ourselves on the Statutes
of Elizabeth, while in the proposals made to obtain in-
dustrial peace, we are merely pursuing the political ideas
of the Governments of Lord Liverpool, Lord Beacons-
field, and Lord Salisbury.

In the matter of method the general idea of the Report
has been to accept the existing organization of industry
both in the sphere of the agreed wage and of industrial
disputes, and to extend and to fortify the tendencies and
processes which have already commended themselves
to the genius of the nation. This has appeared a better